310                    Blucher

locked up all these reports in his private archives
in Apsley House and refused to let any one see
them; that he advised Sir Walter Scott not to
write an account of the battle, because even those
concerned were apt not to remember things in
their exact order and importance; and that to
another person who asked for material the Duke
said in so many words: " You have my published
report, is not that enough ?"

It must not be inferred that at the time of the
battle at least Blucher's relations with Wellington
were of any but the most cordial kind. Bliicher's
son, during the pursuit to Genappe, wrote as a
postscript to a letter of the Field-marshal:''Father
Blucher embraced Wellington in such a hearty
manner that everybody who was present said
it was the most affecting scene that could be
imagined/*

It was at Belle Alliance that the meeting be-
tween the two commanders took place, and it must
have been an unforgettable moment for both. A
great hymn of victory was pouring from the
throats of thousands of the German soldiers. The
French were in a rushing, panicky flight. It was
a sauve qui pent! Many believed that Zieten's
coming in Grouchy's stead was part of a plot,
and shouted wildly, "We are betrayed! We are
betray ed!"

Blucher believed, as we already know, in follow-
ing up a victory with the utmost emphasis; that
failure to do so might necessitate another battle.